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“ iy Account of the Revival of Religion at Sutton in the 
. F County of Worcctter, fnifhed. 
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170 Sutton in the County of Worcefter. 
forth trembling in the Bitternefs of their Souls, with Abhor- 
rence of themfel: es and of their old Courfes ; and found no 
Reft ’till their wholeFoundatian hath been pluck’d from them, 
and they have been conftrain’d with bleeding Hearts, to “i 
proach a before unknown Phyfician, ‘7e/us Chri/?. 

Moreover, God’s Sovereignty has been as ibe, in the 
Time of improving the like Means. 

As plain and as folemn Truths of the Gofpel have been 
fometimes delivered with Abundance of Earneftnefs and Af- 
feGtion ; cne would have thought furelySinners will now hear, 
and take it to Heart ; experienced Chriftians have thought 
verily it is full of the Spirit of theLord and of Power : But Sin- 
ners in Zion have not been alarm’d, nor to Appearance 
touch’d thereby. Whereas Sermons not feemingly for Mat- 
ter or Manner, morely likely, have been wonderfully own’d ; 
and the great God hath in fuch a triumphant Manner come 
down upon the Mount ; that many have gone away Heart- 
fick for Jefus Chrift, and have been attended with fuch. a 
mighty Change, as hopefully to have appear’d the Subjects of 
divine Grace. 

Moreover that it is the blefled Work of the great Fehovah, 
I do certainly know. And notwithftanding the Mockings 
of many who have the Subjects thereof greatly in Derifion ; ; 
and altho’ fome devout Men may think it would be Service 
to God, to crufh them under their Feet ; yet with them, 
let me live, let me die, and my Soul be with theirs after 
Death : 1 am not afhamed theWorld fhould know it. I ven- 
ture my Salvation upon it that this is God’s bleffed Work. 
And why? For it hath the droad Seal of Heaven ftamp’d up- 
onit. Jesus the faithful and true Witne/s, haath inftrudted 
us, how we fhall know his Difciples from Deceivers, viz. 
From their Fruit, as Math. 7th, and whence ‘this Fruit 
{prings, as John 14.21. He that hath my Commandments and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me. 

Now if that Faith which Works by Love, and which com- 
mands theHeart & Life into the Ways of Obedience, be the 
Fruit which cannot grow upon Thorns, but upon the Hea- 
ven-born-Plants, form’d and fealed by God’s own rightHand ; 
this is then the Work of God. For I am fure the/e threeYears 
fince the Work took Place powerfully amongft us, I have 
had the Comfort of beholding more Appearance of fuch like 
Fruit than ever before in all my Life. 

That 
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“That T have known many weak and childifh Things in the 
Condué of our young Chriftians, | do acknowledge, and who 
could rationally look to find fuch as are juft born, behave and 
act like Men ? Yet ’tis a joyful Thing to have Children born 
in a Church as well as ina Kingdom or Common- Wealth : 
and a cruel Foe is he that like Babylon of old will dafh their 
Heads againft the Stones, who are God’s Offspring, and have 
need of the Breaft and to be taught to go. An Infant, ’ere it 
can fpeak Senfe, will difcover as true a Relifh for the Breaft, 
as the Adult can have to their Food. And be our young 
Chriftians defeitute of that Ripenefs of Judgment, and in 
Want of that Wifdom and Prudence which ’tis hopeful they 
will grow up unto; yet fuch as experimentally know what 
Communion with God means, may difcoever as true a Relith 
for divine Things in many of our young Chriftians, as can be 
found among the moft folid of God’s Saints. 

Zion’s Children, in thefe remarkable Days, may frequently 
be obferv’d, not drunk with Enthufiafm, as fome would fain 
fuppofe, nor over-heated in their Brain.as others would fain 
have it, but overcome with the Love of Chrift ! Raptured 
in theJoys of believing. “The World efteems theirLife Mad- 
nefs. But, if a gracious God would pleafe toxgive thofe who 
now defpife them, a Tafte of that Foy un/peakable and full of 
Ghry ; they would furely fpeak of thefe Things in another 
Manner. See 1 Fobn 4. 13. 

However I am not unfenfible that fome have been tainted 
too much with Enthufiafm : but I am as {ure it is not gene- 
rally the Cafe, with the Subjects of this Work. 

And when I find Perfons that fome Years ago, were frothy, 
carnal, worldly and vain intheir Behaviour, who difcover’d 
their Hearts were all over inthe World and it’s Lufts and 
Vanities ; andlo! they are become fober, grave, theirCon- 
verfation folid and fpiritual; who, meet them when you 
will, they feem to have no Relifh for any Difcourie, but 
of the Things of Chrift and Heaven, and how they may get 
forward in the Way of Faith and Holinefs towards their bief- 
fed Home ; and to whom in everyRefpect the Way of God’s 
Commandments appears their Delight: after all declaring 
themfelves mean and miferable, manifefting a broken Spirit, 
and a continual War with remaining Corruptions, adorinz 
the Doctrines of Free-Grace, ever admiring and rejoycine 
in Chrift Fefus, declaring their whoie Life is upon him 
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and in him. Now if this does not evidence them theSubjeés 
of fomething higher than Enthufiafm, I am much miftaken. 

I have been aftonith’d fometimes to find even fome good 
Men fo hard to bear down upon this blefled Work, which 
hath fo glorioufly prevail’d in many Piaces ; and I doubt not 
hath brought forth in this Place, more of Zion’s Children, in 
the Space of two Years, then ever was born here before in the 
Space of twenty Years. The Lord make their Number an 
hundred Time fo many more as they be. 

And I do folemnly Profefs it, that notwithftanding what 
fome wife Men, and great Menaccording to the Flefh have 
faid and done in order to crufh the Subjects of thisGrace, and 
to prevent the Progrefs of this Work; picking up all the 
Failings of it’s Subje&ts, and I fear reprefenting fome Things 
other- ways than they ever were, and faftning upon the whole 
Work what fome unguardedPerfons have finfully done ; and 
perhaps moft of fuch, no other than pretended Subjects of 
the Work, whom the Devil hath fow’d as Tares among the 
Wheat to fcandalize God’s blefled Work of Grace, and to 
bring a Reproach upon the trueLovers of Jefus Chrift. After 
all the whole World can fay to blemifh this blefled Work 
of Regeneration ; I had rather, be only fo happy, as to be 
ufed in God’s Hand fora mere Inftrument to gain dat one 
Sinner to partake of fo glorious a Work, than to gain the 
whole World. 

And I heartily defire I may ever be of the Mind, rather 
to fuftain the Lofs of all Things, yea rather to fuffer the 
crueleft of Deaths, than to fpeak an unthankful Word 
concerning what the moff High God hath done for a poor 
finful People, refpecting the precious Shower of his Grace 
that hath fallen upon us. And if any Man is fo bold and 
profane, as to perfift in ftriking at the Power of Godline/s and 
the very Life of the Chriftian Religion ; he fhall anfwer it 
to CurisT ; he hath done it unto him. 

Reverend and honour’d Sir, I doubt not you will Par- 
don the Freedom I have taken in the Clofe of this Relation of 
what God hath done for us: Verily the Reproaches of many 
have compelled me ; and wo be unto me, if I flinch in the 
Caufe of CHRIsT. 

So after afking your ferventPrayers for us at the Throne of 
Grace : I fubicribe your unworthy Brother in Curist 
JESUS, David Hail. 

Sutton, May 28. 1744. 
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We are now 40 give the Reader a refrefoing View of the 
further Progre/s of the divine Work in various Parts of 
ScoTLAND: Tho’ we cannot difmifs for the prefent the 
religious Hiftory of NEW-ENGLAND without intimating, 
that this extraordinary Work of GOD is now breaking 
cut a-frefo in a furprizing Manner in the twa Parifhes 
f theTown of Attleboro’ in the County of Brittol ; a particu- 
lar Account of which we hope we foall e’re long be ina 
Capacity to publifh. 

Extracts from the Rev. Mr. Rozpe’s Monthly Chriftian 
Hiffory, N.1. viz. for November 1743. 


]* my Narrative, the hiftorical Account of the Work of 
of God, in awakening, convincing and converting Sin- 
ners, &c¢. is brought forward to the 18th of Apri/ litt, + as 
far as it was difcernable, in feveral Congregations of this na- 
tional Church, and made known to me then; I fhall now 
proceed to give in this Paper, fuch an Account of the State 
andProgrefs of this blefled Work,as it has come to my Know- 
ledge, fince the laft named Time. 
Progrefs of the Work at Kitsy tn. 

In this Congregation and Parifh of Kil/yt), there have been 
feveral awakened, fince the aforefaid Month of Apri! : Some 
of them belonged to the Parifh, others, if not the moft of 
them, were Strangers: To ufe the Words of the excellent 
Author of the Fulfilling of the Scriptures, There were few 
Sabbaths paffed, but whereon there were fome Inftances.--- 
Yet there was a great Difference between this and the former 
Summer, as to the Numbers of the Awakened, in this and 
the neighbouring Congregations.---During that Seafon, the 
Number of the Awakened was like the cutting down, and 
reaping in the Harveft, it was in Handfuls: But now it was 
only like the gleaning Grapes, when the Vintage is done ; 
and as the fhaking of an Olive-Tree, two or three being in 
the Top of the uppermoft Bough, four or five in the utmoft 
fruitful Branches thereof.---Another remarkable Difference is 
not to be forgotten, that, fince February laft, altho’ feveral 
of the Awakened had very fharp Convictions, and pungent 
inward Diftrefs, and were made to cry out in the Bitternefs 
of their Souls, either in the Comgregation, or afterwards ; 
yet there were none of them whofeBodies were affected with 
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convulfive Motions, or Hyftericifms of any Sort, as fome few 
of thefe under the preceeding Year were.---Some fuch were 
to be feen, now and then, in our Worfhipping Affemblies, 
but they were of thefe Awakened formerly, fome of this,and 
fome of other Parifhes.--- Not a few df thefe awakened have 
attained unto folidConfolation, and good Hope, thro’ Grace ; 
but it was by flowerSteps than thefe of the laft Year. Their 
Conviétions, tho” fharp, yet continued longer ; and tho’ 
they eflayed to take hold of JEHovAn’s Strength, that they 
might make Peace with him, from Time to Time, yet they 
continued tofled with Tempeft, and not comforted ; and 
their Comfort, when it came, was more gradual than moft 
of the former Sort.---It is not fo pleafant to obferve, that a 
Work of Conviétion hath ftopt fhort of Converfion,or at leaft 
hath not come unto a longed for Iffue as yet, with more of 
the Awakened this laft Seafon, than under that of the former, 
keeping to the Proportion of the different Numbers. 

There were fome came to my Knowledge, who had been 
awakened fince May 1742. or about that Time, and who 
gave me a moft fatisfying and folid Account of the Beginning 
and Progrefs of a Work of Convidtion with them; and, as 
far as I could, upon the ftri€teft Examination, judge of the 
State of another, of their having embraced the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, appearing to be favingly converted.---I came to know 
them by their offering themfelves to me for Converfe and 
Trial, in order totheir Admiffion to the Lord’s Supper.---It 
was furprifing to me that I had not heard of them before, being 
fame of them had been openly and notorioufly carelefs about 
Religion, and immoral, and it was, at leaft, a Twelve-month 
fince this good Work begun with them,---Particularly one of 
them, who had feldom attended upon public Ordinances, ne- 
ver appeared to have the leaft religious Concern, but was 
obfervably profane, ungodly and unrighteous, furpriz’d me, 
by offering himfelf for Trial and Converfe before the giving 
the holy Supper in the Congregation. Ihad never heard of 
aay Change upon him ; and therefore did not think of being 
Jang detained by him, in that Courle of minifterial Dealing I 
was then employed in.---I was agreeably difappointed by his 
narrating te me the Lord’s Dealings with his Soul from ‘Fune 
1742, to the End of ‘Fune laft, when I had this Communing 
with him ; fo that I could not but conclude, that, if his Ex- 
ercifes were fuch as he told me they bad been and were, he 
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was in a moft hopeful State.---[t is neither unfuitable to this 
Paper, nor will be difagreeable to fome Readers to give an 
Abftraét of hisStory. He faid, That about the Beginning of 

‘une firt mentioned,he was walking upon theEvcning of the 
(ier iDor about his Houfe, which is fituate about twoMiles 
from the Church, and obferving a Man of his Acquaintance, 
who lived at a greaterDiftance,returning from theChurch, hic 
went to meet him,. and afked, Neighbour, what News at tl. 
Church to Day ? ** StrangeNews faid the other ; for Cambu/- 
** Jang.is come to Kujyth! and there was a great Cry and 
‘¢ Diftrefs among thePeople at theChurch To-day.’’---Upon 
this he faid, that he refolved next Lord’s Day to go and fee, 
merely to fatisfy hisCuriofity ; For,faith he, 7 did not then mind 
Ordinances, or fanétifying the Lora’s Day.---Accordingly next 
Lord’s Day he came to the Church ; but while he was near 
Midway, at a certain Houfe he named to me, he faid, that he 
began there to think, that he had hitherto led a very bad 
and wicked Life; and that if he went on that Way, and did 
not change his Life, he would certainly go to Hell, and be 
eternally miferable ; and that he had many fuch like Tho’ts. 
He was then feized with-great Fear and deepDiftrefs about the 
State of his Soul, which he then faw to be very fad.----He 
made a Shift to get to the Church, where the Reverend Mr. 
Wilkam Bennet, Minifter of the Gofpe! at Dennie, preached ; 
and tho’ there were five or fix awakened, cried out, and were 


.in great Diftrefs that Day, yet he contained himfelf, tho’ his 


inward Fear and Diftrefs continued. --- From that Time, 
he faid his fpiritual DiftrefS feldom left him, and at fome 
Times was extremely fharp. His Conviétions were particu- 
lar, his Exercifes, “Temptations, and Difficulties were 
fuch as thefe of the moft fharply exercifed.---Through a 
Miftake he never came to me, or any other Minifter.----He 
attended punctually upon public Ordinances, read the holy 
Scripture, which, he faid, he found a new Book, and that he 
faw that in it, he never faw before.--- He gave mea mott 
pleafant and fatisfying Account, of his Repentance tewardsGod, 
and Faith inthe Lord ‘Fefus Chriff, in Scripture Language, 
and of a Change of the Difpofitions of his Heart, his Words, 
and outward Praétice.---He hath a competent Meafure of 
Knowledge. I enquired of the Elders, and others who lived 
near him, and who had the beft Accels to know him, and 
obferve his Life, and all of them teftified the Change of his 
outward Praétice andBehaviour to that which is blamelefs and 
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Chriftian ; and that it had been fo for fome Time, as it con- 
tinueth, by all thatI canJearn, to this Day. He was ad- 
mitted by the Church-feflion to the Lord’s Table ; and after- 
wards gave me a fatisfying Account of his fuitable Exercife ar 
that folemn Time. 

I was Witnefs to the awakening of feveral fecure Sinner: 
this Summer, in feveral Congregations where I affifted at the 
giving of the Losd’s Supper, particularly at Kirtintillecs 
and St. Ninians. 


The Lord’s Supper was given in this Congregation upon — 


the fictSabbath of Zuly 5 at which Time there were upwaz.! 
of fifteen Hundred, who receiv’d that blefied Sacramenr. 
There were feveral newly awakened at that Time ; fome 
whom are come to a hopeful Ifue ; and feveral of theLorc’ 
People met with fo much of his fenfible Prcfence, that the; 
earnefily defired to have it given to them a fecond Time thy 
S:afon in the Congregation. My Affiftants were thefe Rey. 
Brethren who were the Overfeers of the neighbouring Pa- 
sifhes, and who were able to attend, as hath always been 
ufual here, and two or three more who had been ufeful in the 
Lord’s blefied Work here, fromParifhes at a greater Diftance. 

Upon the aforefaid Defire, the Lord’s Supper was given a 
fecond Time upon the arft of Augu/?, being the thirdSabbarh 
of that Month.-- During all theDays about that folemnTime, 
there was a difcernable ferious Concern amongft thePeople.-- 
Nota few were awakened, and fome of them fromParif les at 
a confiderable Diftance.--Upon the Lord’s Day, there was the 
molt confiderable Concern, and unufual Motion amtong th 
People that hath been ever feen in the Remembrance of Mar 
During the moft Part of the Time of receiving the Lord’, 
Supper, many were in a moft melting Frame, filled with « 
Senfe of the Love of God fhed abroad in their Hears, by the 
Holy Ghoft given to him. Others could not contain them. 
felves from a Te of his Glory, and praifing theLam) wit! 
an audible Voice.-- The ftately Goings of God ourKing were 
feen in his SanQuary.---And feveral being fick of Love were 
ready to faint under it.---I¢ was alfo remarked what the A 
thor of the fulfilling of the Scriptures faith of the good Da: 
were in Jrgland, That many Mept little or none cither th 
Saturday or Sabbath Night, but were employed inPrayer an 
finging bis Praifes the moft of that Time. ‘There were 
tween fiatcen and feventeen Hundred who comman:cated at 
this Time. ( To be continued. ) 
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